The online learning community is frequently referred to, but ill defined. The 
innate to the distance learning format.
Constructivist Philosophy
Constructivist philosophy has its roots going back to the time of Socrates, when the manner of inquiry and the asking of questions would often lead Socrates' students to new pinnacles of understanding. As a student of Socrates, one was not a passive recipient of knowledge commonly found in the teacher-centered model, but through the process of answering questions, one would discover and construct knowledge for his/her self.Constructivism is a learning theory that posits that construction of knowledge is developed by people, and that people's understanding of the world is achieved through the senses, through experiences, and through experiential reflection 
Basic Tenets of the Constructivist Learning Environment
In order to see how constructivist learning affects the online learning community, it is imperative to have a working knowledge of how constructivist teachers view the classroom, and how constructivist theory works in the classroom. One of the essential components of the constructivist teaching approach is to inspire students to consistently evaluate how any activity that is undertaken is contributing to the students increased understanding. 
Benchmarks of the constructivist learning environment
When the collaborative efforts previously mentioned are at work, and when students provide the impetus for their own learning, several of the following key indicators will be evident: 1) learning will be embedded in the social experience of the student, 2) the learning environment will foster opportunities for multiple perspectives and students will experience appreciation for the multiple perspectives, learning and being responsible for their learning outcomes is a key element of the constructivist approach. The constructivist approach relie son the student-centered model, where knowledge construction and not knowledge reproduction is emphasized. It is also important to understand when desiring to create a successful learning experience the role of the online learning environment. In the next sections, the online learning community will be defined and analyzed while viewing how the constructivist philosophy works to both foster and maintain a sense of community that fosters learning.
Online Learning Community
It was once widely held that learning communities in their truest sense could only be established in face-to-face settings. The online learning community is a recently coined phrase that embodies an idea that is very different from the isolationist model that was once widely followed in distance education. The name itself has its origin in the Universities' efforts to curb attrition rates while mitigating Moreover, those who participate in distance learning formats rely on the full support of other students and staff in order to create necessary online learning communities.
These formats rely on caring demonstrated from staff to students so that students feel appreciated. While there lacks any completely unifying definition of the term 'learning community' the term is embodied by the idea that, as professors and other students show interest in a student that the sense of value and well-being of that student increases to the point where the barriers and isolation associated with inhibiting learning are successfully removed. Given that, creating a sense of community within a classroom increases student satisfaction and raises the likelihood that learning will occur, it becomes essential for teachers to see the importance of their role in creating course work that is more interesting, while working to strengthen the bond between the teachers and students.
Learner and Instructor Roles in Constructivist Online

Learning Environments
In order to foster the online learning environment using the constructivist approach, both teacher and the student must assume certain roles that reinforce the learning. First, however, expectations should be clarified so that every party involved knows that an online learning community is the desired goal. So for instance, if a University wants to achieve an online learning community that promotes a Christian worldview, then the university using the constructivist model should provide and integrate learning opportunities where Christian growth can be experienced and discovered. This aforementioned approach will do more to promote successful online learning than if the instructor simply defines the applicable Christian principles that apply to the learning objectives for a particular . While for many it is more comfortable to avoid collaboration and default to former isolationist models, it is essential for learners to change their outlook from one that is individual-oriented to one that is community-oriented. As learners contribute to the group, a deeper sense of community is realized.
Creating and maintaining an online learning community using the constructivist philosophy is essential. Several of the following constructivist approaches will help foster the kind of learning community that promotes meaningful learning. 
Conclusion
Constructivist philosophy has a long history of trial and error when applied in the teaching settings, but when thoughtfully applied in the distance learning setting, constructivism adds much to student development and learning. The constructivist philosophy relies upon a student-centered approach where students are responsible for setting their own goals and for constructing their own learning. Rather than reinventing the wheel, student's innate curiosity about how the world works is tapped into and students become active participants in their own learning. Historically, the online learning community was nonexistent, but in recent years, through the constructivist approach with its emphasis on genuine caring, valuing the merits of each individual, and servant leadership, a learning community that fosters equivalent learning outcomes of those in the face-to-face settings has become a reality. The evidence shows that a learning community must be present in order for satisfactory learning to occur, and the teacher and other students play a fundamental role in creating this community for each student who enters this community. Knowing the key elements that comprise the successful online learning community will enable teachers who choose to teach in distance learning venues to adopt many of the successful strategies for themselves. Moreover, as students understand the requirements necessary for learning success in the distance venue, such as taking an active role in their own learning, willingness to collaborate, and providing a genuine sense of caring and transparency within the classroom, students will find that the constructivist approach that works for teachers will also work for themselves in constructing and maintaining a successful online learning community.
